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In the northernmost part of Sweden and Norway, a conflict over land and
borders seems to be eternally ongoing. Simon and Beatrice Marainen and their
three kids are a part of an indigenous Sami semi-nomadic community of reindeer
herders, that have traditionally always moved freely across northern Scandinavia,
following the natural movement of their herds. But today, nationalism,
bureaucracy and politics are a threat against their traditional way of life.
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SYNOPSIS

(5302 characters)

Simon Marainen is a reindeer herder who lives with his wife Beatrice and 3 kids in Soppero in the
northernmost part of Sweden. Soppero is a small village, mostly inhabited by the Saarivuoma, a group
of Sami reindeer herders. Every spring their reindeer herd of about 10.000 animals, migrate from their
winter pastures in Sweden across the border to their summer pastures near Álddesjávri in Norway. The
animals have moved this way for hundreds of years, and before the national states of Sweden and Norway colonized these northern lands, this move was as natural as the flow of the seasons, but throughout
the centuries the grazing lands of the reindeer have been increasingly limited by borders, fences and
roads, constructed by the Swedes and Norwegians who arrived many centuries after the Sami. As a result, the Saarivuoma community have been forced to constantly fight for their rights against Norwegian
and Swedish authorities and bureaucracy.
Simon’s wife Beatrice was born and raised in Norway but moved across the border to live with Simon
in Soppero. To Beatrice her Sami identity is much more important than her Norwegian citizenship. Every day of the week, Beatrice drives back across the Norwegian border, to work as a teacher. The fact
that she was denied her language and culture as a child, has made her become an activist. She fights
for the recognition of the Sami language and culture, both for her ‘Norwegian’ students and her own
children in Sweden.
Right now, the Saarivuoma community is at an important turning point in their existence, a moment
which will have a definite influence on their future: their herd was supposed to migrate back to their
summer pastures in Sweden, but not this year: due to bad weather conditions about 2.500 animals are
still stuck in Norway, around one fourth of the whole Saarivuoma herd.
At the same time, the Norwegian government wants to reduce the number of “Swedish” reindeer on the
Norwegian side, so they have started fining Saarivouma for the reindeer who are on the wrong side of
the border. The animals are weak and underfed, so getting them back to Sweden is almost impossible.
Many of their reindeer will not survive the winter. But still the Norwegian fines keep increasing every
day because the reindeer are on the “wrong” side of the border. A border that nor the reindeer, nor
the Sami recognize.

The Saarivuoma people are doing everything they can to save their animals and reduce the economic
disaster. They drive their scooters up in the Norwegian mountains trying to get around in the harsh
winter conditions with great risk of avalanches and blizzards, in attempts to locate and rescue the scattered animals.
Of course the Sami don’t agree with the Norwegian point-of-view. Not being able to cross the border
freely and legally like their ancestors have always has done, would be the end of their traditional way
of living. So they are prepared to fight: Saarivouma’s chairman Per-Anders Nutti is a tireless activist for
Sami rights, who has dedicated his whole life fighting against Norwegian and Swedish bureaucracy.
Today he is dealing with three different Norwegian authorities at the same trying to make them understand that this an exceptional bad weather situation.
At the same time, the Saarivouma people aim for a more sustainable solution so they are also in the
middle of a court case against the Norwegian government, where they are fighting for their rights to
freely use their pastures at the Norwegian side. But the court case symbolizes much more than only the
use of land. It underlines their past of colonization and how Scandinavian authorities do still doesn’t recognize their traditions and historical rights to these lands. So the court case is central to their seemingly
endless struggle to consolidate their language and culture in a rapidly changing world. The question is
will it be possible to protect this community against not only the bureaucracy and nationalism of Sweden and Norway, but against globalization, climate change and borders closing due to the pandemic?
With the passing of the years, the world changes and evolves, and so does the Sami. What can a minority
group do to maintain their culture and identity in a world that is more connected and globalized than
ever before? Through the lives of Simon, Beatrice and their family we get a picture how a Sami community is living in a present where the effects of former colonization are still noticeable, while struggling
to maintain their identity in the future.
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